CMS prevents changes to Medicare resident caps.
Medicare has limited funding for graduate medical education (GME) to the number of residents a hospital trained in 1996. Hospitals may train dozens, even hundreds, of residents above the level that they trained in 1996, but they receive no GME payments for residents above the 1996 cap. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) closed the door to correcting the capin a final rule published in December 2013. Unless Congress acts or a court invalidates CMS's revised reopening regulation, GME funding is likely to remain fairly stagnant.